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SCANDINAVIAN Compassion: THe 


ARCHITECTURE OF VANDKUNSTEN 


1997 AIA 
Cotoravo 
Desicn 


CONFERENCE 


he 1997 AIA Colorado Design 
| Conference will focus on the 
theme of compassion. One of 

the ways we will look at com- 


K passion, as it relates to the 
architect is to chal- 


lenge the premise 
that architecture 
can have a role in 
civic 
well- 
being. 
Do we 


believe that architects, today, can bring 
their creativity to issues such as provid- 
ing humane, comfortable housing for 
those increasing numbers who are 
being left behind? Can we be agents of 
livable cities, with public spaces that 
encourage our civility? Can we design 
buildings that are gentle to the health 
of the inhabitants? 


To provoke our thinking on such issues 
we invited Jens Arnfred, the founding 
partner of the Danish architectural firm 
Vandkunsten. The architectural group 
made a name for itself with a winning 
proposal for the prodigious 1972, 
Danish Design Competition for low- 
rise/high-density housing. 


Their proposal resulted in a series of 
program projects that have had a 
decided influence on the Danish archi- 
tecture of the last two decades. 
With a percolation effect, 
Vandkunsten’s architectural 
expression has become part of 
the Danish heritage, without 
becoming populist in nature. 
From the beginning, their work 
has had clear political overtones, 
the goal being a democratic soci- 
ety where one can live in equality 
and with a spirit of community. 


In 1989, I spent time with Jens 
Arnfred while I was on a lecture 
tour through Scandinavia. I was 


—David Barrett, AIA 
impressed not only with the results of 
over 20 years committed to a humane 
architectural vision that was encour- 
aged by a social democratic govern- 
ment, but 
also with the 
lively, spirit- 
ed architec- 
ture that they 
produced. 


There are 
probably four 
main themes 


that are 

undercur- David Barrett, AIA 
"i Conference Chair 

rents in ? 


Vandkunsten’s work: the social space, 
texture and architectural effects, the 
relationship between town and country 
as a space defining element, and finally, 
Vandkunsten’s efforts to create an inex- 
pensive yet exciting architectural 
expression. 


So I encourage you to set aside October 
17th through the 19th for a treat at this 
year’s conference in the hanger at 
Stapleton. If you have wondered how 
affordable housing can be stimulating 
architectural form; or have an interest 
in the roots of co-housing and healthy 
buildings; then be prepared to be 
brought into the “Living Architecture 
of Scandinavia with Jens Arnfred and 
Vandkunsten.” 


A CITIZEN INITIATIVE TO Restore 
AND Renovate Our STATE Capito. 


—Donald A. Bertram, Esq., AIA 


he State of Colorado did not 
| always have a State Capitol 

Building. If it doesn’t correct 
serious and potentially catastrophic 
conditions in State Capitol Building, 
the State of Colorado may be without 
one again. While the Capitol’s future 
was an exciting one as the 20th centu- 
ry approached, its future is much less 
certain as the 21st century approaches. 


The history of the Colorado State 
Capitol is more than warm and simple. 


When it met in Golden in 1867, the 
Seventh Territorial Assembly of the 
Territory of Colorado decided on 
Denver as the state's capital city. A few 
years later, the Denver banker Henry 
C. Brown donated ten acres of land 
consisting of two blocks south of 
Colfax and east of Lincoln Avenue for 
the site. However, the land sat idle as 
political squabbling centered in the 
Territorial Governors Committee on 
Arrangements redebated the Capitol 
question over the next several years. 


In 1890, four years after Colorado 


gained statehood, the State Legislature 
put the question of the location of the 
Capitol on the ballot. At the General 
Election of November 8, 1881, the 
people of Colorado formally deter- 
mined Denver would be the seat of 
Colorado State Government. 


Nothing had happened on the land 
Brown donated during this time. 
Frustrated by the delay, Brown had 
sought to reclaim his property and ulti- 


[ continued on page 15 ] 
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Ex-Officio... 


The Colorado Architect is the monthly 
publication of AIA Colorado, AIA 
Colorado South, AIA Denver, AIA 
Colorado North and AIA Colorado West, 
and is provided as a service to members. 
Submit your article by mail, fax or e-mail 
(aiadenco@aol.com). Deadline for all 
newsletter material is the 1st day of 
each month previous to publication. 
Submissions are edited and published as 
space allows. Letters to the editor, 
suggestions, comments and encourage- 
ment are welcome. Expressed opinions 
and statements in this newsletter do not 
necessarily represent the opinions of the 
AIA Colorado Board of Directors 

or its membership. 
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Isabelle Matteson, PA, Marketing 
Consultant 

Kris Oppermann, Colorado Real Estate 
Journal 

Suzannah Reid, AIA 
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CALENDAR 
Jury THROUGH 
Decemper, 1997 
July Historic Preservation 
August Career Path Diversity 
September The Business of 
Architecture 
October Women in Architecture 
November Client Responses 
December Living Treasures 


Letters, articles and comments are 
always welcome. The deadline is the 
first day of the month preceding the 
month of publication (June 1 for July 
newsletter). Submit your information 
by mail, fax or e-mail: AIA Colorado, 
1526 15th Street, Denver, CO 80202, 
303/446-0066 (fax), 
aiadenco@aol.com (e-mail). 


PresipENT’s Messace 


ummer should be a time when 

we take a break, to rest and 

renew after a long winter of hard 
work, especially this past year. It can 
also be a time of rediscovery, a time to 
“squirrel away” a host of inspirations, 
experiences and memories to draw on 
in the coming year. Each of us utilizes 
our own unique process to access the 
source material we will use to develop 
concepts that we synthesize into design 
solutions. How do we build that stock- 
pile of source material? How do we 
make it ready for a lifetime of use? 
How do we maintain it? The need to 
pay attention to our “Memory Palace,” 
as Charles Moore would call it, goes to 
the heart of living a life as an architect 
that is rich, diverse and fulfilling. 


For inspiration on a recent project, I 
recalled a childhood memory of a sum- 
mer's sun filtered through maple trees 
onto a stone retaining wall. That mem- 
ory was from northern Wisconsin, in 
which an old mason with a heavy 
European accent built a stone wall out- 
side my summer camp cabin over a two 
week period. Every day, as he pro- 
gressed upward and inward, using pro- 
gressively smaller stones as he went, he 
told me the story of each rock, the 
mortar, the earth filling in behind; why 
the wall leaned toward the earth, what 
happened to the tree roots and earth 
worms I saw. Thinking back, | suppose 
this was my earliest memory of a lesson 
in architecture; come to think of it, 
green architecture. This guy mixed his 
mortar by hand in a metal trough; he 
hauled a day’s worth of stone from the 
lakeshore, and he took the time in 
doing so to pass on the passion for his 
work to a young child who simply 
wanted to watch him work. To this day, 
as I detail a retaining wall or a dozen 
other parts of a building, | am inspired 
by lessons gained over a lifetime, 
impressions made during happy times, 
memorable places and in the company 
of friendly people. Our work is 
informed by our experiences. Without 
a rich and diverse range of them we 
cannot hope to design places and 
spaces capable of creating future mem- 
ories for others. 


Your summer vacation is the ideal time 
to engage those qualities. This summer, 
take the time to place yourself in the 
settings that will generate the memories 
to sustain yet another year of inspired 
work, Start with the simple places in 
the simple times: dusky evenings 
watching fireflies on the front porch, 
dewey early mornings in your garden, 
weekend hikes in the foothills, birth- 
days, little league, Fourth of July. Work 
up to the structured trips: vibrant 
urban places in other cities, unique 
modes of transportation (trains, ferries, 
bikes), visits with relatives, maybe even 
a relaxing retreat by a lake. Then, at 
least once in your lifetime, if you can 
swing it, a grand tour to Europe or 
another continent to visit the great 
cities, learn to understand the detail, 
touch the ornamentation, get lost in 
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the varied urban fabric and witness the 
cultural differences. 


My eye doctor once told me that many 
people wouldn't really need glasses if 
they worked to see what they were 
looking at. Photographer Ansel Adams 
made photographs that betrayed his 
strengths as an observer of the feel of 
places and things ordinary, This sum- 


President Steven Walsh, AIA 


mer think about the feel of the places 
great or small. Record them like no 
photo can, in your mind, with every 
sense. It doesn’t take a plane ride or a 
long road trip to uncover the passions 
that brought you to become an archi- 
tect. Colorado, your own town, and 
your neighborhood can provide the 
experience which allows you to redis- 
cover the spirit of being an architect. 


Enercy GUILDELINES 


Now Avarasie 


T he Colorado Office of Energy 
Conservation (OEC) recently 
completed its final draft of a 
voluntary energy efficiency standard for 


commercial and high-rise residential 
buildings. 


OEC convened a technical advisory 
committee in January 1996 to develop 
a voluntary Colorado standard based 
on the codified version of ASHRAE/IES 
90.1-1989 Standard. After thorough 
examination by the committee and par- 
ticipants of a 60-day public review, the 
Office of Energy Conservation conclud- 
ed its review process and on March 13, 
1997 OEC released the commercial 
energy standard. 


The revised version of ASHRAE/IES 
90.1 addresses issues unique to 
Colorado, its environment and other 
issues particular to the Colorado build- 
ing community. The standard is avail- 
able for jurisdictions seeking to update 
their commercial energy codes and as 
an energy efficiency guideline for oth- 
ers in the building industry. 


For a copy of the Energy Guidelines for 
Commercial and High-Rise Residential 
Buildings in Colorado, please contact 
Charles S. Johnson at Colorado Office 
of Energy Conservation; 1675 Broad- 
way, Suite 1300; Denver, CO 80202- 
4613. Phone: 303.620.4292 

Fax: 303.620.4288 


Monroe & Newell 


Engineers, Inc. 
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Looxinc FOR A Jos? 


A SKILLED PERSON TO FILL A POSITION AT YOUR FIRM? 


f you answered yes to either ques- 
tion, you need to check out one of 


AIA Colorado's job assistance ser- 
vices. AIA Colorado has several differ- 
ent programs focusing specifically on 
job placement in the design industry. 


AIA Colorado Job Board 


The AIA Colorado Job Board is the 
only service of its kind, which com- 
pletely focuses on presenting jobs 
available in the design industry. Those 
seeking employment, and those seek- 
ing employees, know to look to the 
AIA Colorado Job Board as a reliable 
resource for positions in the profession. 
Over 100 copies of the Job Board are 
distributed by the AIA Colorado office 
each week, with an average of 30 posi- 
tions listed. This in an incredibly valu- 
able service offered by AIA Colorado to 
those who are in the midst of a job 
search! 


AIA Colorado Resume Book 


Individuals can leave their resumes on 
file and the AIA Colorado office takes 
care of all copying and shipping to 
firms that request resumes. AIA 
Colorado receives approximately two 
to four requests for resumes per week. 
With five to ten resumes being sent for 
each request, that is up to 40 resumes 
sent out each week! Those interested 
in pursuing -the resumes may come in 
the office and take a look, or request 
that five to ten resumes be sent to 
them, 


Please see below for new Job Board & 
Resume Book Policies effective July 1, 
1997. 


Job Board Policy 
as of July 1, 1997 


Those interested in advertising in the 
Job Board need to submit their ad to 
the AIA Colorado office no later than 
Monday @ 3 p.m., for Tuesday's Job 
Board, Ads can be faxed to 
303.446.0066, or sent to 1526 15th 
Street, Denver, CO 80202. There is a 
40-word maximum. The prices for 
advertising are $30 per week per listing 
for AIA members, and $60 per week 
per listing for non-AIA members. There 
is a 2-week minimum for advertising. 


Those interested in receiving the Job 
Board can pick it up in the AIA office. 
The updated versions come out 
Tuesday at noon. The Job Board is 
$1.00 for non-AIA members, and is 
offered complimentary to AIA mem- 
bers. For those who can not conve- 
niently come to the AIA Colorado 
office, self-addressed stamped 
envelopes can be mailed to AIA and 
the Job Board will be sent out to you 
each week, Be sure to enclose payment 
of $1.00 per envelope if you are not an 
AIA member. 


Resume Book Policy 
as of July 1, 1997 


Those interested in keeping their 
resume on file in the AIA Colorado 
Resume Book can do so for four 
months for a fee of $20. For this fee, 
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the AIA Colorado office will take care 
of all copying and shipping for all 
requests related, to that resume. 


Those interested in receiving resumes 
can do so by contacting the AIA Office 
at 303.446.2266. Five to ten resumes 
will be mailed to AIA members for 
each request, free of charge. For non- 
AIA members, there will be a $10 fee 
for the five to ten resumes. The 
Resume Book can be looked at free of 
charge in the AIA Colorado office. 


Governor Romer 
Aprroints New 
Memeber TO THE 
Boarp 


overnor Roy Romer has 
appointed Charles F Brenner 
to the Board of Examiners of 


Architects. Charles (Chuck) Brenner is 
a partner in the firm of Brenner-Harr 
PC Architecture in Glenwood Springs 
where, during the past ten years, the 
firm has been responsible for many 
successful projects including four 
developments of affordable housing for 
the Archdiocesan Housing Committee, 
Inc. These 238 units of affordable 
housing, located on the Western Slope, 
have been rocognized by the Governor 
with an award for “Outstanding Efforts 
in Smart Growth and Development.” 


FeLLowssir Urpare 


he AIA Colorado Fellowship 
| Task Force is inworking with 
the components to identify fel- 
lowship nominees. In addition, the 


task force is working with nominees as 
they assemble their submittals, 


Marvin Sparn, FAIA, and Greg Franta, 
FAIA, are the CNC/AIA members of 
the Task Force. They are available to 
assist wherever they can in the 
Fellowship Process. A teleconference 
was held in March at the offices of 
RNL to hear from Robert Graham, 
FAIA, a past juror from the College of 
Fellows Jury. Nominees, sponsors, and 
all other interested in the process 
attended. 


If you have any questions, call Marvin 
Sparn at 303.447.8570 or Greg Franta 
at 303.449.5226. 


Lerrers Ponicy 


BUILDING ON SUCCESS 


TAYLOR (IM 


OVER 50 YEARS OF 
REACHING NEW HEIGHTS 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGERS 


5775 Flatiron Parkway, Suite 115 
Boulder, Colorado 80301 
(303) 440-4220 
(303) 440-4256 - Fax 
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CONTINUING Epucarion OPPORTUNITIES 


Producers’ Council Stick Program 

The 1997 Stick Program, sponsored by 
the Producers’ Council, is available for 
architectural firms to sign up for a free 
lunch while learning about technial 
product information and design assis- 
tance. Call Charlie Davis at 
303.733.2476 to get an application. 


Human Resources Issues 

June 18 

5:30 PM 

Dinner Program Denver Design/€enter, 
contact Sally Gorey at 303.825.2595. 


Breakfast Roundtable Discussion Series¢ 
Redefining, the, Profession. 

In It For The-Gorig@erm: Life Cycle 
Delivery, 

June 19 

7:30-8:30 AM 

Third of a five-part series sponsored by 
the Denver Design Build Committee. 
Developing knowledge/technology dri- 
ven strategies through single-source 
delivery and multifaceted service. Free. 


2 Learning Units per session. Register 
in advance for all or some of the semi- 
nars. Call AIA office 303.446.2266. 

Other dates are July 17 and August 21. 


Breakfast Roundtable Discussion Series: 
Redefining the Profession 

Designing Strategic Alliances: Team 
Building, 

July 17 

7:30-8:30 AM 

Fourth of a five-part series sponsored 
by the Denver Design Build Committee. 
Free. 2 Learning Units. Register in 
advance. Call AIA office 303.446.2266. 
Final date is August 21. 


Breakfast Roundtable Discussion Series 
Redefining the Profession 

Defining Your Ambitions 

August 21 

7:30-8:30 AM 

Last of a five-part series sponsored by 
the Denver Design Build Committee. 
Free. 2 Learning Units. Register in 
advance. Call AIA office 303.446.2266. 


QBS Sers New Goars FOR 1997 


he directors of QBS Colorado 
| announced a few months ago 
that they are setting new goals 
for 1997 to respond to changing needs 
in the design community. The requests 
for support from QBS Colorado during 
the past few months have mainly been 
from public clients who are attempting 
to update their selection procedure to 
secure the most qualified design pro- 
fessionals for their projects. 


With this in mind, development of 
new documents and new training for 
Technical Advisors has become a prior- 
ity goal. If you are doing public works 
projects, you're aware that state and 
federal laws require qualifications- 
based selection (QBS) be used when 
awarding contracts for the services of 
design professionals. 


QBS Colorado is soliciting more sup- 
port from other professional and tech- 
nical organizations in the architectural, 
engineering, contracting, and public 
works arena who are affected by the 
qualifications versus price-based selec- 
tion process. This will include contin- 
ued research into the need for interpro- 
fessional use of QBS techniques. 


Any legislation that pertains to the 


selection process will be monitored 
closely by the directors. The directors 
also feel that QBS Colorado needs to 
study and develop a position on the 
Design/Build approach to product 
delivery. 


Efforts will be continued to inform and 
promote the use of the QBS process to 
organizations that can benefit from 
knowing how to select the most quali- 
fied engineer or architect for their pro- 
jects. More presentation materials must 
be developed detailing how QBS can be 
incorporated into the Project Manage- 
ment approach to project delivery for 
these groups. 


QBS Colorado has a log identifying all 
jurisdictions/organizations that have 
been presented with QBS or Project 
Management techniques since its 
inception in 1991. This includes all the 
names of the architects and engineers 
who have participated as well as the 
names of the client contracts. 


QBS Colorado establishes, oversees, 
and manages a program for the promo- 
tion of qualification-based selection 
processes for architects and engineers 
in the State of Colorado. 


COLORADO’S PREMIER 
MASONRY UNIT SUPPLIER 
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Awarps 


he Educational Fund of AIA 
| Colorado presented its 37th 
Annual Scholarships and 
Awards Celebration Friday, April 25th 
at RNL Design. More than $20,000 


was awarded to 12 scholarship recipi- 
ents. 


Kenneth Fuller, FAIA emeritus, pre- 
sented each scholarship and award, 
giving specific background about the 
history of each scholarship. Part of 
the ceremony included several AIA 
architects, who had received scholar- 


Tue Epucationat Funp: ScHOLARSHIPS AND 


From front row to back and left to right: Alan Harlow; Taisto 
Makela, Assoc. AIA; Steven Walsh, AIA; Ron Abo, AIA; Kenneth 


Fuller, FAIA emeritus; Patricia O'Leary, AIA; Laura Ke: 
Natalie Thomas; Ann Grooms; Amy Hause; Lucia Marie Davis; 
Sara Boulet; Suzanne Allen-Guerra; Charlie Davis; Henry Holt 
Fulle;, Michael Moore; Dan Benjami; and Jason McBride. 


ships in the past, discussing the schol- 
arship they had been awarded and 
how it helped them personally and 
professionally. 


Among the 50 or so present were the 
Educational Fund Officers: President, 
Steven Walsh, AIA; Vice President, 
Ron Abo, AIA; Secretary/Treasurer, 
Kenneth Fuller, FAIA emeritus. Once 
again, congratulations to the scholar- 
ship and award recipients. 


Denver FouNDaTION FOR 


ARCHITECTURE OFFERS Tours 


he Denver Foundation for 
Architecture is a not-for-profit, 
volunteer-based organization 


dedicated to enhancing the public's 


appreciation of architecture and the 
built environment. 


The following tours are $3 for DFA 
members, and $5 for non-members. 
Children under 8 are free. The tours 
range from 90 minutes to 2 hours. 


Call 303.779.9193 for membership 
information,volunteer opportunities, 
and tour information and schedules. 
June 7 Geology of Buildings, 10 AM 
at the Trinity Church 


Please support the advertisers 
who have helped make 


this publication possible. -` 


TimberForm* 
Restoration™ 
Bench 2118-6 


Represented by: Mike Woods 
303/688-2132 Fax 303/646-4288 
P.O. Box 6, Elizabeth, CO 80107-0060 
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June 14 Modernism in Denver 
Architecture, 10 AM at the 
Performing Arts Complex 

June 21 Golden Triangle Architecture, 

10 AM at the sculpture out- 

side the Denver Public 

Library 

June 28 University Park: A New-Old 

Urban Village, 9 AM at the 

Chamberlin Observatory 


June 29 Peoples and Steeples, 2 PM 


at the First Baptist Church 


Ask for the 94-page 
specifier’s catalog 


sli 


TimberForm® Manor® 
Bench 2829-8 


Call Toll Free 1-888/688-2132 
Woods Site & Playscapes 


AIA Colorado South 


A Chapter of The American Institute of Architects 
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1997 Board of Directors 


President....Gregory M. Friesen, AIA 
VP-Elect..... Duane Boyle, AIA 
Treasurer....Douglas E. Hahn, AIA 
Secretary ....Michael A. Cook, AIA 
Director .....Michael Collins, AIA 
Director .....John Goodloe, AIA 
Director .....Richard Gordon, AIA 
Director .....Valerie Stengel, AIA 
Director .....Belinda M. Zink, AIA 
Assoc. Director...Jason Whitlock, 
Assoc. AIA 
Past President.....Clifford Taylor, AIA 


Sustainable Design 
Conference 


The Air Force Academy, in conjunc- 
tion with the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Air Force 
Center for Environmental Excellence, 
has plans to conduct a two day sym- 
posium on sustainable design and 
green architecture. The symposium 
will take place at the Air Force 
Academy in April 1998 and will be 
open to design professionals, acade- 
mia, and interested public. It is 
expected that the symposium will 
attract regional and national speakers. 
For more information, contact Duane 
Boyle, AIA, at 719. 333.2289. 


Nr W Mı MBER 


gory Guliksen 


CSNA Architec 
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My LA VACATION: A View OF Mip- 


CENTURY Mopernism 


am always interested in learning 
more about the era during which 


the original modernists practiced. 
So it comes as no surprise that the Case 
Study house program, sponsored by 
John Entenza and his Arts and 
Architecture magazine, is of particular 
interest. My wife, who works for 
Marriott and who has come to like the 


Eames House 


modernist way of doing things, was 
going on a business trip to Los 
Angeles, so I thought I'd tag along and 
try to find some of the Case Study 
houses. 


Our first stop was the Eames house in 
Pacific Palisades, The Eames house is 
in excellent condition and remains as it 
was when Ray Eames was still alive. 
Full of original Eames furniture and 
now fragile textiles, the house rode out 
the Northridge earthquake with only a 
broken window. Just before the recep- 
tion we visited the neighbors, a Richard 
Neutra house designed for a doctor 
who still lives there and the Entenza 
house by both Charles Eames and Eero 
Saarinen. Dr. Bailey himself took us 
through the Neutra designed house 
which is original down to the Neutra 
furniture (although there was also 
some Eames furniture). 


The next day we visited three of Frank 
Lloyd Wrights textile houses. Although 
these are not case study houses, they 
were certainly important examples of 
Wrights brilliant use of material. The 
first house, the Storer house, is now 
owned by Joel Silver—the producer of 
Die Hard and other Warner Brothers 
movies. The house was restored and 
spectacular. The Ennis house was next 
on the tour. The largest of the textile 
houses we visited, it was also in need 
of repair. Beautiful outdoor plaza 


—Duane Boyle, AIA 


spaces integrated well with the monu- 
mental interior. The third textile house 
sat above Hollywood Blvd. and is now 
owned by the University of Southern 


Neutra House 


California. The house is in very poor 
condition with parts of the structure 
now sliding toward Hollywood Blvd. 
One interesting quirk is the fact that 
Rudolf Schindler made alterations to 
the interior (which seem visually out of 
context). 


Speaking of Rudolf Schindler, another 
of our stops was the Schindler House 
in lower Hollywood. The house was 
built, I believe, in the 1920's, It is now 
the focus of a restoration funded by the 
Austrian government. The house is 


[ continued on page 6 ] 


Firm Pror: HiccinsotHam/Briccs & AssociaTEs 


igginbotham/Briggs & 
Associates has its origins in 
the early 1960's when 


Higginbotham/Nakata & Muir accom- 
plished architecture and planning pro- 
jects for a wide variety of corporate, 
municipal, and government clients, 
From those early experiences, grew a 
reputation, particularly within the fed- 
eral government, for innovative, 
thoughtful architecture and compre- 
hensive planning which was continued 
by Higginbotham & Associates in the 
70s and 80s. In 1991, the firm became 
Higginbotham/Briggs & Associates 
(HB&A), a partnership between Don 
Higginbotham and Ron Briggs. The 
firm has in recent years brought its 
expertise and reputation home, with 
the majority of its architecture work, 
(as well as significant planning work) 
in the Pikes Peak region. HB&A is one 
of the few firms which provide archi- 
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tecture, planning, and information 
technology applications (such as 
Geographic Information Systems, or 
GIS) under one roof. 


Firm Focus 

One key to HB&As success is focusing 
on clients, whether at a national, 
regional, or local level, who have a 
long-term interest in their facilities. 
The firm’s integration of three profes- 
sional service areas into a unique orga- 
nizational structure allows it to serve 
such clients by master planning the 
big picture, designing appropriate sites 
and buildings, and creating automated 
tools for long term facility manage- 
ment. It has developed expertise in 
facility utilization studies, facility 
management automation, and has 
developed a number of customized 
computer applications for facility own- 
ers and managers. Several of these 
tools have been recognized with 


Colorado [Arcerrect 


design awards in the last few years. 
The other key according to Ron 
Briggs, is to “practice in an atmos- 
phere of long-time client relationships 
built on performance, trust, and mutu- 
al respect. Our most fulfilling and suc- 
cessful work has been accomplished as 
a partner and team member with our 
clients. Our goal is always to creatively 
identify their needs, solve their prob- 
lems together, and be their for the 
long haul.” Currently, HB&A is work- 
ing with long term clients such as the 
United States Air Force Academy and 
Trinidad State Junior College as well 
as newer clients such as the Colorado 
Springs Fire Department and Colorado 
Springs School District 11. 


Recently completed architecture pro- 


jects include the corporate headquar- 
ters for Westmoreland Coal Company 


[ continued on page 6 ] 
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on the 14th floor of the Holly Sugar 
Building in downtown Colorado 
Springs, the Precision Measurement 
Equipment Laboratory and a Squadron 
Operations Building at Peterson AFB, 
Buildings A and C of the Printer’s Park 
Professional Center in Colorado 
Springs, the historic rehabilitation and 
adaptive reuse of the old cavalry hospi- 
tal at FE Warren AFB in Cheyenne, 


WY, and the renovation of the Scott 
Gymnasium (a stone, WPA-era build- 
ing) at Trinidad State Junior College. 


Current architectural work includes 
developing alternatives for a new 
Colorado Springs Fire Department 
Operations Center; a master plan for 
the CSFD Training, Logistics, and 
Transportation Facility; the new 
Northeast Elementary School for 
District 11 (with KCJD); facility assess- 
ment, economic feasibility, and stabi- 
lization design work for the Forest 
Glen historic district at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center in Washington, 
DC; fitness center additions and reno- 
vations for the USAFA and Falcon 


AFB, and ADA renovations for the 
Colorado School for the Deaf and the 
Blind. 


Recent and current planning projects 
include Capital Investment Strategies 
for the US Army, both in the US and 
overseas, General Plans (or compre- 
hensive master plans) for several Air 
Combat Command and Air Force 
Space Command bases, a Facility 
Master Plan for Ent Federal Credit 
Union, and Comprehensive Design 
Guidelines for several Air Force instal- 
lations. 


HB&As workload is rounded out by 
significant information technology 
work such as authoring the US Air 
Force's Multimedia General Plan 
Guide, generating Electronic Planning 
Information Center (or “EPIC”) ver- 
sions of several installations’ master 
plans, and developing or updating 
Geographic Information Systems for 
the United States Air Force Academy, 
among others. A relatively new area of 
IT work is generating photosimula- 
tions of proposed developments or 
buildings. 


CONSTRUCTIVE 


design 


idea spDijn 


Proudly 
supplying, 
architectural 
and 
structural 
precast 
concrete 
products to 
Colorado: 
for over 


25 years, 


Owner: 

THE UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 
Denver, CO 

ARCHITECT: 

SMP.(StToNE, MARRACCINI, PATTERSON) 
San FRANCISCO, CA, 
‘STRUCTURAL ENGINEER: 
MARTIN/MARTIN 

Denver; CO 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR: 
PHIPPS/MCCARTHY 

Denver, CO/ST. Louis, MO 


ETDECEPFPANA 


Gp 8 5 a a U T a E 
ARCHITECTURAL AND STRUCTURAL PRECAST CONCRETE 


Colorado Springs Office 
3210 Astrozon, Boulevard 
Colorado Springs, CO 80910. 
719-390-5041 

Fax 719-390-5564 


Denver;Line 

623-1323) | f 

Denver Sales Office 4 
303-777-087 >A \\\\ 


Fax 303-771-1270 \ SSS 
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3 ized by white st valls and cop- 
[ LA, continued from page 5 ] terized i y Se WEA ee 
per trim (which has turned to a soft 
green patina). The interior was stark- 
polished concrete floors and Eames 


molded plywood chairs painted an 


striking in its use of material and 
space, both exterior and interior. In 
fact, the exterior landscape is designed 
to create outdoor rooms, complete with 
fireplaces and walls of plant material. 
The flow from one to another is so nat- 


antiqued lime green. 


We also attended a reception at Vidal 
ural that it seems strange we do not Sasson’s house in the Hollywood Hills. 


He and his wife turned out to be most 


view the relationship between the exte- 
rior and interior the same today. 


cordial hosts. The International Style 
house had previously been owned by 
the Shaw of Iran’s wife and had been 
extensively redone by Vidal and his 
wife, although it keeps its stark mod- 
ernist style. The house with its 
Corbusier, Mies and custom furniture 
was great, but what I remember most is 
the champaign flutes. They had no 
stem so they could not be put down. 
As a result everyone looked good with 
a glass in their hand. 

Next day we visited several Case Study i 
houses in Silver Lake. It is great that The final day we visited Robert Stern's 
the people who live in these homes new Animation building at Disney 
know what they have and keep the 


Studios in Burbank. What a creative 
designs intact. One element that struck place! But our Disney experiences are 
me was the consistently compact but best left for another story. 
usable and com- 
fortable floor 
plans. ` 

JEAN SEBBEN ASSOCIATES 


COMMERCIAL INTERIOR DESIGN 


Next stop: Diane 
Keaton’s house 
designed by 
Lloyd Wright. A 
well-placed house 


A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE ON PEOPLE & SPACES 


in the Hollywood 


g9£9 xoq ‘ord 


Hills, it is charac- 


International Marble & Granite has the largest selection of natural 
stone products available in Denver, with ov 0 ibs in stock, 


145+ colors of marble, granite, slate and limestone, ranging 


from 4” ' to 24” 
More options. 


More creative solutions. 
More than a great choice - it’s the natural choice. 


International 
Marble & Granite 
of Colorado 


2-1023 ¢ 1-800 
* Denver, Colorado 8 


For more information, call Kent Schweiss - V.P. of Sales & Marketing 


& 


THOMA! 
ASSOUTATIO 


IIDA 


ÅPPRECIATION Or ooo 


As one of the first, if not the first, 
chapters in the country to tackle the 
NCARB licensing exam change, the 
AIA Denver Chapter has completed its 
ARE prep session for 1997, The regu- 
lar topics were studied as well as a spe- 
cial session given by Peter Schneider of 
UCD Architecture School on taking the 
ARE exam. The candidates were 
briefed on the test format changes dur- 
ing a computerized presentation by 
Christine Farmer with the State's 
Licensing Board and Jeff Kenney, 
NCARB technical editor of the com- 
puterized exam. AIA Denver would 
like to extend their gratitude to the 
presenters of this year’s study sessions: 
Cheri Gerou, Assoc. AIA 

Associate Director 


-ynn Moore, Davis Partnership 

Site Design 

Jim Bershof, AIA, OZ Architecture 
Building Design 

Kin DuBois, AIA, KC JD Architects 
Building Design 

Phil Gerou, FAIA, Gerou & 
Associates 

Building Design 

John Siefken, Cator Ruma 

Electrical 

Barry Stamp, Cator Ruma 

Mechanical 

Paul Doak, Martin/Martin 

General & Long Span Structures 
Charles Keyes, Martin/Martin 
General & Long Span Structures 

Jim Harris, J.R. Harris 

Laterial Structures 

Bill Dilatush, AIA, Dilatush 
Architects 

Materials/Construction Documents 
Peter Schneider, AIA, UCD 

Special Session 

In an effort to assist the candidates 
during the testing, a meeting will be 
held in September to review text expe- 
riences and offer assistance to candi- 
dates with individual difficulties in the 
testing process. Until then, if you have 
any questions, please contact Cheri 
Gerou, Assoc. AIA, at 674.4177, or 
daphne r. scott-monroe, Assoc. AIA, at 
446.2266. 
Good Luck in 
your 

studies! 


Cheri Gerou, Assoc. AIA 
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Wauat’s Ir Au Asout... 


urpose: 


e recognition of AIA members within the profession and community 
e education of the profession and the public 


e promotion of the AIA and the profession 


Recognition and Awards. There are four distinct areas in which AIA Denver 
bestows recognition and awards: 


. annual awards for service to the profession and the chapter, nominated 
by the membership and selected by the AIA Denver Board of Directors. 

. annual design awards, selected by a design jury. 

. annual recommendations to AIA Colorado for state awards, nominated 


by the membership and selected by the AIA Denver Board of Directors. 
e annual recommendations to AIA Western Mountain Region for region 
awards, nominated by the membership and selected by the AIA Denver 
Board of Directors. 
Annual Awards for Service to the Profession and the Chapter: 


° Award of Distinction . James S. Sudier Award 

. Phil Milstein Award ° Planning and Research Award 

. Twenty-Five Year Award * Young Architects Award 

. Education Award 

Annual Design Awards (Annual Awards Gala): 

° Design Awards ° Young Architects Design Awards 


Annual Recommendations to AIA Colorado for State Awards: 
Architect of the Year 
Contribution to the Built 


. Firm of the Year ° 

. Twenty-Five Year Award © 
Environment 

Annual Recommendations to AIA Western Mountain Region for Region 

Awards: 

. Silver Medal Award ° 

. Regional Architectural Firm Award 


Award of Distinction 


Who May Nominate? Any AIA member, group of members, chapter, or commit- 
tee may nominate candidates for the Award of Distinction. Any candidate may 
be self-nominated. 

Who Selects The Recipient? Recipients are chosen by the AIA Denver Board of 
Directors. 

How Often Is The Award Given? The Award can be, but is not always, awarded 
once each year. 

Length of Contributory Service. Candidates are to have made substantive contri- 
butions from either the public or private realm (including either architectural 
firms or non-architectural private enterprises) for at least five years. 

Schedule. All nominations must be submitted to AIA Denver by June Ist. 


AWARD OF DISTINCTION 
{Recognizes achievements of public-service architects and architects in private cor- 
iporations who: 


le manage or produce quality building design or urban design within their 
organizations or agencies. 7 
. by their skill, professionalism, dedication, ability and commitment, have 


consistently fostered quality design in the built environment and such 
quality is uniquely attributable to each recipient. 
‘Eligibility. All registered architects employed in the Denver metropolitan area 
{public sector, government, or private corporations or agencies who manage, are 
tresponsible for, or produce quality architecture within their jurisdiction are eligible! 
‘to be nominated in this category. Architects working in traditional architectural ! 
{practice are not eligible. | 
(Submissions. Each submission needs to contain the following information: 1 
te A nomination letter i 
1 
1 


. A biography of the nominee, or history of the agency (not to exceed two 
pages) including a list of offices, positions, honors, publications, and 


ARCHITECT | 


ee 
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446.2266 


June 1997 


Ara Denver’s Awarps Procrams 


r presentations that relate to 
i the purpose of the award. 

je A statement of contributions 
1 that illustrates the effective- 
s ness of the architect within 

i the agency or organization, 

! not to exceed four (4) pages. 
I 
i 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
i 
‘ 
1 
1 
1 
1 
i 
AMES S. SUDLER AWARD FOR | 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE DENVER ! 
{CHAPTER d 
(Recognizes an outstanding contribu- ! 
ition to the AIA Denver Chapter by  ! 
{recognizing the achievements of peo- | 
iple who have by their professionalism, ! 
‘dedication, leadership, ability, and | 
(commitment improved the quality of i 
‘services offered by the Denver H 
{Chapter. i 
p 1 
i 

! 

i 

1 

i) 


I 

'Eligibility. Anyone, architect or non- 
iarchitect, is eligible for this award. 
(The award can be given to an individ- 
‘ual, to a group, or to a committee. A 
ispecific contribution must be identi- 
ified. This award can be given for a 
isingle outstanding achievement or for 
ia contribution of achievements carried 
lout over a lengthy period of time. 

p 

p 

(Submission. Each submission should 
‘contain a nomination letter (two pages 
tin length) stating the nominee's con- 
‘tribution to AIA Denver. The letter 
‘can be prepared by the nominee or by 
itheir sponsor. 

' 

'PHIL MILSTEIN AWARD FOR 
{COMMUNITY SERVICE 

‘The AIA Denver Community Service 
Award recognizes outstanding accom- 
'plishments by a non-architect or orga- 
‘nization in the Denver metropolitan 
area for: 

il. Demonstrating exemplary: 

: achievements in contributing 
i to the quality of the built 

{ environment 

ie contributions to a better 

i understanding and interpreta 
F tion of architecture, planning, 
i urban design, and landscape 
' architecture 

le professional contributions to 
i maintaining, preserving, 

i developing, or promoting 

F Denver's architecture, plan- 

' ning, urban design, and land 
! scape architecture. 

12. Recognizing the critical role of 
lelected officials, public administrators, 
and institutional leaders who establish 


i 
[i 
1 
i 
1 
1 
i 
1 
1 
1 
] 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
] 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
i 
1 
] 
1 
' 
1 
1 
1 
' 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
1 
i 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
i 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
i 1 
i 1 
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New Memsers 


Asa Memepers 

Richard Backes, AIA 

Mark Baker, AIA 

William Baker, AIA 

John Bartels, AIA 

Bruce P. Birch, AIA 

Jack Brinkley, AIA 

David Dahman, AIA 

Christopher Fisher, AIA 

Carl Hole, AIA 

Fred Hynek, AIA 

Christopher Klein, AIA 

Margaret Kinsey, AIA 

Rachel Lawrence, Assoc. AIA 

Rob Levinson, AIA 

Bridget Rasbach, AIA 

J. D. Dreyer, Assoc. AIA 
Proressionar ÅFFILIATE 
Memebers 

Jan Ingve, PA 

R. David Benight, PA 

Peter Brungardt, PA 

MaryAnne Nielander, PA 

Cheryl Ungar, PA 
Srupent Members 

Mike Long, SA 

Dwight Stone, SA 


Gold 
Sponsors: 


A h 


IN 


Member News 


e Gordon, Gumeson and Associates 
¢ Knudson Gloss Architects 
¢ Wong Strauch Architects 


Gordon, Gumeson and Associates, 
Inc., Mechanical and Electrical 
Consulting Engineers, is pleased to 
announce that Jeffrey D. Mandrell has 
been named an Associate of the firm. 
Jeff Mandrell is a project electrical 
engineer and has been with the firm 
for three years. Gordon, Gumeson and 
Associates recently celebrated its 12th 
anniversary. 


Knudson Gloss Architects was recent- 
ly recognized by the Homebuilders 
Association of Metro Denver with two 
1997 MAME (Major Achievement in 
Marketing Excellence) awards for their 
architectural designs for two custom 
homes: The Davis Residence, built by 
Malibu Homes, and the 1996 
Showhome for Hope, built by Sattler 
Homes. A panel of housing profession- 
als from across the country judged the 
competition. 


Wong Strauch Architects recently 
named Rob Levinson, AIA as Principal 
in recognition of his significant contri- 
butions to the firm. Rob is 29, lives in 
Denver and has been with Wong 
Strauch Architects since 1991 serving 
as a Project Manager and a Senior 
Designer. Among the projects designed 
by Rob are the Imperial Restaurant in 
Denver, the Budget Car Rental Agency 
at DIA and the remodel of five recre- 
ation centers for the City and County 
of Denver. Rob is currently working on 
the design of a 
new Commu- 
nity Center 
for the Quigg 
Newton 
Sunnyside 
Neighborhood 
in Denver, 
Wong Strauch 
Architects was 
founded in 
1989 by Jam 
Wong and Donald Strauch. The firm 
provides excellent hands-on service to 
its clients through the efforts of a tal- 
ented and professional staff with diver- 
sified project experience. 


Rob Levinson, AIA 


COLORADO 
DRAFTING 
SUPPLY Inc. 


Providing Colorado with Personalized Service for over 18 Years 


e Plotter supplies 
e Blueprinting 


e Large document copies 
e Reduction services 


e Drafting Supplies & Furniture 


757-8522 


1485 S. Colorado Bivd. #130, Denver ‘= 
8:30 - 5:30 


Mon - Fri 


COLORADO |BLVD 


(Backside of Building) 
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Desicn COMMUNICATION 


COMMITTEE: Montay Review 


Our April committee meeting focused on the subject of colored markers and pen- 
cils. We learned of the many different varieties of products and how they differ 
from each other. The committee also reviewed several diazo and digital reprograph- 
ic papers and compared the performance characteristics of each material when 
color was applied. The “hands-on” workshop was extremely beneficial as many 
members had never understood the importance of combining the right markers 
with specific reprographic papers. 

June 19............... LODO sketching field trip. Committee members will meet at noon 
in front of the AIA offices and spend the lunch hour touring 
LODO and drawing our favorite images. Should be fun for every- 
one! Sketch pads required. 

.. Learning about the Internet 

. Drawing Shortcuts slide show 

-Basics of Desktop Publishing 

-Making great presentations using Powerpoint 

= Learning about 3-D modeling software and Form z 


August 21.... 
September 18.. 
October 16.. 
November 20 


If you would like to become a member of the DESIGN COMMUNICATION COM- 
MITTEE and start earning continuing education credits, please attend our noon- 
time brown bag workshops on the third Thursday of each month in the Denver 
Chapter AIA conference room. Questions? Call Jim Leggitt at 312.5515. 


Design 
Communication 
Committee members 
“hands-on” testing 
colored markers 
and pencils at April 
meeting. 


REEDOM OF EXPRESSION 


Jefferson County District Attorneys Office 


= Total precast 
structure with 
architectural load 
bearing exterior 
allowed seven week 
erection of entire 
shell during winter 
conditions. 


= Architectural 
freedom of precast 
blended project into 
existing campus 
utilizing brick cast 
integral with panels. 


= Environmentally 
friendly “green” 
materials and 
process of precast 
minimize waste. 


A 


Rocky Mountain Prestress, Inc. 


5801 Pecos Denver, Colorado 80221 
303/480-1111 FAX 303/433-0451 


Architect: Gensler 


Member Projects: 


Unrrinc Denver anv Oxtanoma...[7’s More Truan Just A Triar 


While Denver and Oklahoma City have 
been inextricably linked by the bomb- 
ing trial, other links have been estab- 
lished between the two cities in terms 
of business. Before the bombing 
occurred, Sink Combs Dethlefs, 
Architects of Denver, and The Benham 
Group, of Oklahoma City, embarked 
upon a relationship to design the new 
Oklahoma City Arena. 


A metropolitan area project with a 
budget of $75 million, the arena will be 
the largest facility of its kind in 
Oklahoma City. The new arena is the 
crown jewel of a $300 million bond 
issue passed by the residents of 
Oklahoma City. A key goal of the bond 
issue is downtown renewal — similar to 
the revitalization downtown Denver 
has and is currently experiencing. 


Interviews for the project took place 
early 1995 in Oklahoma City. By late 
February, the Denver-based Sink 
Combs Dethlefs was selected as the 
architectural firm for the project. On 
April, 19, 1995, members of the 
Benham Group and Sink Combs 
Dethlefs were meeting in the Denver 
firm’s conference room ironing out 


contractual issues regarding the arena 


design when news of the bombing 
became public. “It was an incredibly 
emotional day, having them with us. 
All of a sudden the disaster was up 
close and personal, seen through the 
eyes of people who live and work in 
Oklahoma City,” Dick Combs, CEO of 
Sink Combs Dethlefs, recalls. 


The new Oklahoma City Arena is orga- 
nized on seven levels with a total area 
of 572,000 square feet. Seating capacity 
ranges from 18,000 for hockey to 
20,230 for concerts. The arena was 
designed per the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. 


Sink Combs Dethlefs, established in 
Denver, Colorado, in 1962, is recog- 
nized nationally and locally as a leader 
in sports, entertainment and athletic 
facility design. With over 80% of busi- 
ness concentrated in the sports and 
entertainment markets, the firm has 
received such honors as Athletic 
Business Magazine's Facility of Merit 
Award for the Dal Ward Athletic 
Center, The Palace at Auburn Hills, 
and Victor Copps Coliseum, as well as 
Performance Magazine twice naming 
McNichols Sports Arena the Arena of 
the Year. 


Uniting Denver and Oklahoma...It’s More Than Just A Trial! The Oklahoma City Arena 


designed by Sinks, Combs, Dethlefs, Architects in a joint partnership 


gi 


MCFD A =o. 


We Create CAD Solutions. 


FAX 426-9720 


PEERY HOTEL 


SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 


Where Professionals stay in Salt Lake. In an age of continual 
compromise, there is still a charming place where the smallest 
details remain important. It’s naturally unpretentious and 
always relaxing. 


Est. 1910 
“Classical Revival Influence” 


Tocation 


Conveniently located in the heart of downtown Salt Lake, 10 minutes from 
the airport, within 2 blocks of 25 restaurants, American Stores tower, Utah 
Center and the Salt Palace. 


Accommodations 
Handsomely appointed guest rooms, Each unique and pleasant. Traditional 
turndown service and early evening iced tea and fresh lemonade service. 


Å menities 


Complimentary complete continental breakfast and complimentary airport 
transportation. Exercise equipment and hot jetted whirlpool. Conversation 
areas and seven meeting rooms for 10 to 75 guest. Wasatch Pub & Bistro. 


R ates 


Singles from $79 to $129; Double from $79 to $109; Executive Parlors from 
$99 to $149 


RESERVATIONS: 800-331-0073 
110 West Broadway * Downtown Salt Lake City, Utah 84101 


Producers' Council is dedicated to assisting architects in the AIA 
with the gathering of information about products and processes 
for the built environment. 


PRODUCERS’ COUNCIL 


Producers’ Council members in association with the AIA 
is seeking to : 


e AutoCAD sales, service and training 
e CAD hardware & software 

e Authorized Softdesk Dealer 

e Authorized Arch T Dealer 


e Raise the standards of providing useful data and 
information. 
e Advance knowledge of the most effective use of 


Ae li processes and materials. 
e edaliion . . e . - 
Three National Awards as a Top 10 AutoCAD Dealer for e Advance the wide and rapid dissemination of 
Customer Service and Support | knowledge resulting from research and field 
experience. 


e Assist in the education of practitioners and students 
of architecture, engineering, design and related arts. 

¢ Encourage and assist in the formation of the 
collaboration between members of local chapters of 
the AIA and the Producers' Council. 


Colorado arcurrect 
delivers your message 
to the best and busiest quality architects 


in the state. ; 
Producers' Council 


P.O. Box 370465 
Denver, CO 80237 


Colorado Chapter President, 
Charlie Davis 
303/733/2476 


The. 
Newsletter 


Call Kerr: Davis today 
for rate information. 


303.789.0879 Contributors to the AIA Design Conference, AIA Scholarship 


and AIA Denver Sponsorship Program 
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architecture as an important 
part of our environment, life- 
style, and heritage 

° recognizing their advocacy for} 
design excellence as a critical | 
issue in the formulation of 
such policies and the positive 
evolution of the public’s per- 
ception and demand for 
design quality. 


Bin SpE anh Veen bal lene aa paean ben apemiah anes eaten od 
[ Awards, from page7] ' 
J 

ior contribute to the development of ; 
tlaws, regulations, or policies that affect::| 
ie the process and product of ! 
public architecture i 

s the public’s perception of 
i 

1J 

I 

I 

1 

I 


‘Eligibility. Non-registered architects 
ior organizations who manage, advo- 
Icate, produce, restore, or preserve 
eats architecture within the Denver 
{metropolitan area are eligible to be 
nominated i in this category. Typically, 
{a completed building or related pro- 
ject of high quality architecture, plan- 
ining, urban design, or landscape 
tarchitecture can be exhibited as the 
tproduct of this effort. Members of 
‘allied professions are eligible for this 
award. Any person, persons, or orga- 
'nizations who have performed the 
'above-stated contributions within the 
(boundaries of the Denver metropolitan; 
larea may be nominated, The award 
toa be given for a single, outstanding 
tachievement or for a record of contin- 


I 
‘ued service. 


L 
L 
isu Submissions. Each submission shall 
‘contain the following information: 

Hod a one-page nomination letter 
\ or statement 

i a biography of the nominee, 

! not to exceed two pages, 

! including a list of contribu- 

i tions. 

1 

H 

(PLANNING AND RESEARCH 
{AWARD 

The AIA Denver Planning and 
"Research Award recognizes design, 
on design, planning, and research 
ifor the future. This is an award given 
Ifor vision and creativity. Typically, the 
conclusions are so long-range that 
'proposed projects will not be con- 
'structed for years into the future. 
‘Such long-range proposals typically 
lact as guidelines and directives for 
\intermediate projects constructed as a 
pe of reaching long-range goals. 


oer of Achievements: 
° a private or government 
building program 
. a public works project 
. a single book 
° theoretical or applied on 
in zoning, urban design, inte = 
riors planning, energy conser- ! 
vation, preservation, restora- | 
tion, transportation, industri ì 
al design other significant dis-! 
cipline that influences d 
architecture ! 
. projects that may be non- ! 
built contributions that bene | 
! 
1 
I 
I 
J 
1 
J 
I 
J 
J 


i 
1 
I 
I 
1 
I 
' 
! 
! 
! 
1 
1 
1 
' 
p 
' 
i 
i 
! 
I 
! 
fit the built world or the pro 
l fession or architecture. 
i) 
i) 
'Eligibility. Any person, persons, or 
OrpaniZANORS who have performed the 
J3 


fabove-stated contributions within the | 
'boundaries of the Denver ESEIA ee 
{area may be nominated, including, but į 
inot limited to: 

individuals or organizations 
who are responsible for cre- 
ative visionary documents for 
the design,urban design, plan 
ning, or research of the physi- 
cal environment. 

. projects within the Denver 
metropolitan area are eligible 
to be nominated in this cate- 
gory. 

an illustrated planning/design 
document or research report 
is typically the product to be 
evaluated for this award. 


Submissions. Each submission shall 
contain the following information: 

° a one-page nomination letter 
or statement 

. a biography of the nominee, 
not to exceed two pages, 
including a list of contribu- 
tions. 
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| TWENTY-FIVE YEAR AWARD 

'The Twenty-Five Year Award recog- 
inizes the enduring quality of architec- 
‘tural design. The architect typically 
‘designs for both today and for the 
ifuture. This award is for those built 

| projects that most successfully stand 
{the test of time and actually improve 


i) 
rover the years. 
i) 
I 


iEligibility. The award is open to archi- 
itectural projects of all classifications 
‘and: 

Cite may be a building or a related 
group of buildings forming a ` 
single project that is at least 
25 years old 
must be standing in a sub- 
stantially completed form and 
in good condition 


. should typically still carry out 

. must have excellence in func- 
tion, in the distinguished exe- 
cution of its original program, 


and in the creative aspects of 

its statement by today’s stan- 

dards. 
(Any alteration to the immediate con- 
{text shall be taken into consideration. 
|Nominations previously submitted 
imay be resubmitted provided they still ı 
meet the stipulated date of substantial | 
‘completion of the original project. 
'Change of use is permitted when it has! 
inot basically altered the original intent | 
tof the design. 
! 


I 
1 
i 
L 
' 
t 
y 
' 
[i 
! 
[i 
' 
i) 
[i 
t 
t 
[i 
i 
L 
F the original program 
t 
1 
i 
1 
p 
L 
1 
1 
1 
t 
p 
T 
t 
' 


I 

Submissions. Each submission need to} 
i ` Rae - 1 
‘contain the following information: } 


ele a nomination letter by an AIA | 
member, group of members, | 

e chapter, or committee f 
ele a short description of the ; 
°; project, including: i 
ei. a statement of the condition | 
si of the project with respect to | 
S ' use and general appearance at | 
Š ! the time of the submission q 
m ie a brief outline of the trans- i 
e! formations, if any, that may | 
o! have taken place in the inter- ! 
° i im period ! 
F- the current location and ! 
F name of the project ] 
J 
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eeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeed 


: f° the name of the original 


architect 


its a minimum of four (4) 


8” x 10” glossy black and 
white photographs, a maxi- 
mum of six slides, and/or site 
and floor plans that properly 
illustrate the project in its 
original condition. 
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{YOUNG ARCHITECT’S AWARD d 
‘Recognizes significant contributions j 
‘made during the early stages of an J 
iarchitects career that exemplify out- | 
istanding built, or unbuilt work, pro- j 
jects, initiatives, and brilliant begin- | 
inings. The candidates must have i 
i ` cg A 
‘shown exceptional leadership in ! 
design, education, and service to the į 
iprofession. j 
: 
1 

! 
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— 
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'Eligibility. Members of the AIA who 
have been licensed to practice architec- 
‘ture less than 15 years are eligible to 
tbe nominated. The term “young archi-; 
'tect” has no reference to the age of the ! 
(nominee. 

I 
p 
‘Submissions, Each submission shall 


{contain the following information: 


ie a one-page nomination letter 
or statement ` 
. a biography of the nominee, 


i 

I 

J 

[j 

' 

J 

I 

d 

l 

i 

J 

q 

] 

' 

I 

1] 

I 

' 

not to exceed two pages, ! 
including a list of contribu-  ! 
. I 
tions i 
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. exhibits in support of the } 
nominee in the category of | 
design, education, or service ] 
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{EDUCATION AWARD (WMR) 

iThe candidates must have shown 
‘exceptional leadership in design, edu- 
ication, and/or service to the profession 
iby having: 

evidenced great depth and 
breadth, having influenced a 
wide range of students 


1. consistently directed them- | 
t 1 
i selves toward the future as | 
F well as the past d 
ie proven the ability to tran j 
‘ scend specific areas of exper ! 
i tise or shall have made con- | 
E 1 
! nections between areas in the ! 
‘ event that the candidates a ] 
H of focus might be considered 
f circumscribed 

1. exhibited substantial knowl- 

i edge, through the quality of 

i 

t 

I 


their work. 


‘Eligibility. Candidates must have: 


ite spent at least a decade 
involved primarily in architec- 
tural education 


to architectural education in 
the Western Mountain 
Region. 


Submissions. Each submission needs 
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O's a nomination letter 

Ors a biography of the nominee, 

— not to exceed two (2) pages 

eu a statement of contributions, 

e i not to exceed four (4) pages. 
han eet 4 


Nexr Monrn’s 
Apocer.... 
@eeeeeeeeoeoeoeeeoeoeee 

Look for information on: 

. The AIA Denver Golf 
Tournament, August 8th, The 
Canterbury Club 

. The AIA Annual Awards Gala, 
September 27th...location still 
to be determined 

. AIA Denver Editorial Policy 

° Members Respond to the $50 
Dues Assessment Proposal by 
AIA National for the 
Advertising Campaign 


P U I 


PROFESSIONAL 


UNDERWRITERS 


Allow Us To Deliver The Reliable 


Architects / Engineers Errors and Omissions 


PUI Agency of Colorado, Inc. 


Protection And Dependable 
Service You Require 


Specialized Insurance Placement 


PUI AGENCY OF COLORADO, INC. 


4949 South Syracuse St. Suite 300 
Denver, COLORADO 80237 
303-843-0229 


Serving the State of Colorado with: 
Design/Build 


Preconstruction Services 


. 
5 


the following markets: 
High-tech/Medical 
Office Buildings 
Correctional 
Casinos/Hospitality 


Recreational/Sports Arenas 


PCL Construction Services, Inc. 


90 YEARS 


Construction Management/General Contracting 


Special Projects — Interior Finishes & Renovations 


2000 South Colorado Blvd., Suite 400 Denver, CO 80222 
Phone: (303) 753-6600 © Fax (303) 753-6921 
Contact: Don R. Gendall 


Website: http://www.pel.cal E-mail: pelinfo@pel.ca 
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Heap FOR THE Huts! 


SUMMERFEST 
Friday August 1, 1997 


This years summer golf and dinner 
will be held in the scenic Estes Park 
area. 


Bring the whole family for a day of 

fun in the sun and enjoy the many 
amenities Rocky Mountain National 
Park has to offer. | 
Horse back riding and hay rack rides | 
will be available through the Aspen 
Lodge as space is available. 


A casual barbecue dinner awaits you 
and your family at the Aspen Lodge 
located just 10 minutes from down- 
town Estes on highway 7. The lodge 
is nestled at the base of Twin Sisters 
with dramatic views of Longs Peak. 


GOLFFEST 

Golf will be at the Estes Park Golf 
Club on highway 7 with tee times 
beginning at noon. Format and pric- 
ing will be forthcoming. 


RESERVATIONS | 
Required for both dinner and golf by 
July 18th. 


Make reservations with Dawn Moyer 
at Fletemeyer & Lee Associates | 
303.443.3750. 


IA 
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SUMMER VACATION Lixety TO BE 
CLosE TO Home 


The North Chapters President-Elect, 
Steve Loos, took a shot at the Presidents 
Letter for June—sort of on-the-job train- 
ing for next year. 


hen Mark asked me to 
write something about the 
June Newsletter theme, 


“Summer Vacation,” I was all set to 
embark on a discussion of adventure in 
Europe or a visit to some world capi- 
tal. The only problem is that, this year, 
it is highly unlikely that 1 will be tour- 
ing Europe or any world capitals on 
my vacation. Given the pressure at 
work and the projects at home, vaca- 
tion this year likely will be much clos- 
er to home and probably restricted to 
some long weekends. As my thoughts 
turned to vacation opportunities much 
closer at hand, I started to remember 
the numerous short excursions I have 
enjoyed in the Colorado North 
Chapter region—not exactly the first 
place you think of when you think 
vacations, but an area surprisingly rich 
in things to see if you know where to 
look. 


Perhaps the best place to begin a week- 
end adventure in northeastern 
Colorado is in its northeasternmost 
corner at the Julesburg Welcome 
Center. The Julesburg Welcome Center 
was officially opened about a year ago 
as the State's “greeter” to those ventur- 
ing in from the wilds of Nebraska and 
points East. Designed by the North 
Chapters Aboe Copeland Architecture, 
Inc., the Welcome Center boasts about 
the best wall full of promotional 
brochures around on things to see and 
do in northeastern Colorado and west- 


ern Nebraska (Yes, surprising as it 
sounds, there really are some things of 
interest in western Nebraska.). The 
Welcome Center itself is an enjoyable 
place to spend some time with its 


Steve Loos, AIA 


strong western ambiance and those 
steel buffalo and tepee picnic shelters. 


Suitably stocked with brochures on 
everything from museums to great 
ishing spots, you are ready to hit the 
road. Most people regard the great 
plains as, at worst, a wasteland and, at 
best, an “acquired taste!” Many regard 
it as a lot of empty miles to blast 
through as quickly as possible. There is 
beauty there, however. The best way to 
get a good dose is to find a big open 


piece of land and experience it first- 
hand as dawn or early evening fills it 
with color. 


The Pawnee National Grassland would 
be a good contender for the newcomer 
to the plains—lots of open country 
there. Find a spot where you can walk 
out into the prairie far enough to lose 
sight of the road and the car. Watch 
out for the host of locals which can 


bite, scratch, and sting you. Get out far 


Ross, BRENNER & Breis, Inc. 


ow does an architectural firm 
successfully navigate the 
sometimes cyclical design 


market for more than 44 years? 


Creative designs with respect to the 
user's needs and budget. Those are 
among the reasons why many clients 
in Northern Colorado and beyond 
have sought the Fort Collins-based 
architectural firm of RB+B, Inc. 


Since 1953, RB+B, Inc. has quietly 
earned a reputation for a strong user- 


based creative vision. The firm has 
established enviable long-term rela- 
tionships, which include working with 
several clients for more than 30 years. 


Fundamental to these successful long- 
term relationships is client-focused 
quality design. RB+B has continually 
strived to maintain a high level of 
client involvement by seeking input 
from all the users of a project. 
Principal George Brelig sees this aspect 
of their firm as paramount in develop- 
ing quality design solutions. “End 
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—Steve Loos, AIA 


enough that you experience the space 
and the sky—the splendid and some- 
what frightening isolation. Try to imag- 
ine what it was like to be out here a 
hundred years ago—just you and a few 
Arapaho who may or may not take 
kindly to your presence. I guarantee 
that it will transport you back to the 
old days if you let your imagination 
run a little. 


A good way to pick up some local 
color and lore is to hit a few local 
museums. Pick any town on the north- 
eastern plains or front range and you 
will find a terrific little museum just 
packed to the rafters with interesting 
stuff. I don’t care if you are in Sterling, 
Fort Morgan, Greeley, or Estes Park, 
the people of this region have a very 
strong interest in their pioneer heritage 
and keep it alive in these little muse- 
ums. You could fill many interesting 
hours exploring these treasure troves! 


Finally, don’t miss stopping in at a 
local eatery in one of these small 
towns. Pick any town and find its main 
street. On that main street there will be 
a small restaurant or coffee shop fre- 
quented by the locals. Stop in for some 
excellent food and some fascinating 
people watching. Yes, you will feel like 
an outsider and you will get some 
looks (Somehow, they always know 
when you are from Boulder! It must 
be the license plates.), but it will be 
worth it. 


A long weekend in northeastern 
Colorado may not be a trip to Europe, 
but you will come away with some 
good memories. 


users need to feel a sense of ownership 
in a project. To foster this involve- 
ment, our first charge in the beginning 
of any project is to be good listeners.” 


The framework for this client involve- 
ment is readily apparent in the firm’s 
educational projects. RB+B’s approach 
in the design of educational facilities is 
to involve all teachers and staff, as well 
as students, parents and the communi- 
ty at large. “Their input shapes our 


[ continued on page 12 ] 
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[ RB&B, continued from page 11 ] 


design solutions. Our designs must 


result in educational delivery systems 
that will serve the community's needs 
for the nest 40 or 50 years,” Brelig 
says. Recent examples of this philoso- 
phy are the $16M Rocky Mountain 
High School and Poudre High School 
projects. A great deal of time was spent 


Poudre High School 


“futuring” with teachers and adminis- 
trators early in the design process. 
Both schools also reflect the firm’s 
commitment to bringing natural light 
into its projects. 


Another factor in maintaining a long- 
term relationship with their clients has 
been the firm’s commitment to princi- 
pal involvement, coupled with highly 
experienced staff. “Principal involve- 
ment has been a common thread 
throughout our firm’s history,” says 
Partner Bill Brenner. Personal attention 
from the firm’s principals ensures 
smooth project development. With a 
staff of ten, RB+B has six licensed 
architects, each with an average of 15 
to 20 years of experience. An interior 


design department also supplements 
the architectural staff. 


Through the firm’s history, RB+B has 
strived to provide a more complete 
and diversified design service. Its 
most recent project, the Mawson 


Rocky Mountain Media Center 


Block Development, reflects this. It 
will bring banking, retail, office, and 
residential functions together in a 


Mawson Block Development 


building that respects the surround- 
ing Old Town Fort Collins environ- 
ment. “It required a great deal of 
vision on the part of the client and 
the city to make it work, but the 
results will be well worth the effort,” 
Brelig says. 


Partners OF THE Cotoravo Norra CHAPTER 


he Colorado North Chapter 
welcomes some new Partners 
and extends its thanks to its 


past Partners, many of whom have 
signed up for another year. 


Corinthian 

* Pro Door & Window, Inc. 
123 North College Avenue 
Fort Collins 80524 
970.482.7887 


Vinyl Laminators, Inc. 

1355 South Huron Street 

Denver 80223 

303.733.2476 

(increased participation level from 
Doric for 1997) 


Creative Concrete Designs 
9753 Carr Circle 
Westminster 80021 
970.423.0578 


CTL Thompson, Inc. 
1971 West 12th Avenue 
Denver 80204 
303.825.0777 


Scale Builders, Architectural Model 
Building Service 

511 Mattheus 

Fort Collins 80524 

970.224.5653 


* TW Hartmann, Inc. 
748 Whalers Way, Suite 204 
Fort Collins 80525 


FIXED WALLS - LIKE RIGID IDEAS - ARE OBSOLETE 


Are you fully benefiting from today’s cutting edge technology and ever 
changing business climate -- are you considering time, environment, 
cost, and flexibility when designing commercial interior partitions? 


Demounlable/helocatable Fartiions! 


è 1/3 less time to install than standard fixed drywall 

© Environmentally responsible 

© Substantial cost savings over fixed drywall construction 

© Can be reused as space requirements change for 30% to 
60% less than fixed drywall 


Ep Vinyl Laminators is a custom manufacturer of commercial 
AA A demountable partitions based in Colorado. 
z| 2) For further information call Charlie Davis at 733-2476. 


VINYL LAMINATORS, INC. 


a 


Distributor of 
EIFS Stucco 


Specialty Coatings 
Concrete Restoration 


[Musuation 
UPPLY 


a 


2025 So. Lipan, Denver, CO 80223 
Office: (303) 934-2061 ¢ Fax: (303) 935-2547 
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970.229.0031 


JVA, Inc. 

1319 Spruce Street Doric 

Boulder 80302 * McGuckin Hardware 
303.444.1951 2525 Arapahoe Avenue 
Sanders Construction, Inc. Boulder 80302 

P O. Box 3908 303.443.1822 

Englewood 80155 *  Terrason Construction Western 


303.699.9000 301 North Howes St., Boulder 
Boulder 80302 


303.484.0359 


Mr. Mathias Thurmer 
2129-F 13th Street 
Boulder 80302 
303.447.0956 


Ionic 


* 


Boulder/Denver Couriers 
1200 Pearl Street, #40 
Boulder 80302 
303.938.6887 


* 


Boddington Lumber/Marvin 

Windows x 
150 West 60th Place 

Denver 80216 

303.427.9333 


Western Allied Systems 
P. O. Box 16382 
Denver 80216 
303.289.4601 


* 


1996 Partners renewing for 1997 
* New Partners added this month 


Importers OF Top Quarry Ceramic Tues 


We Stand On 
Our Quality. 


For over twenty years, CAPCO has presented the 
state of the art from around the world with a 
heavy emphasis on ceramic lines from the 
finest manufacturers in Italy: Tagina, Rex, Kronos, 
Imolagres, Imola, Sichenia, City, Cedir, and more. 


CAPCO offers the broadest selection in Colorado 
of glazed, and porcelain tiles, decorative tiles, 
and in-house custom hand painting. 


CAPCO provides easy access to the trade with 
warehouses and showrooms in seven Colorado locations. 


1-800-727-2272 


Denver m Colorado Springs m Boulder m Fort Collins 
Avon m Basalt m Grand Junction m Las Vegas, Nevada 
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AIA Colorado West Chapter 1997 
Officers 


Executive Officers 

President ........+.+. Shira Geller, AIA 
970.925.5444 

President-Elect ...Suzannah Reid, AIA 
970.920.9225 

Treasurer nosni Skip Doty, AIA 
970.945.8306 

Treasurer-Elect ...Jeremy Roberts, Assoc. AIA 
970.476.5105 


Area Coordinators 
Steamboat Springs..Bill Rangitsch, AIA 
970.879.0819 


Montrose ........0068 Patrik Davis, AIA 
970.249.5404 
DUTANZO’......000000e Dean Brookie, AIA 


970.247.1336 

Grand Junction ..Gary Vanderwood, AIA 
970.242.0845 

ASEM: sisirin Steven Buettow, AIA 

970.925-5968 

Craig Melvin, AIA 

970.728.5251 

Wail anias Andrew Abraham, AIA 
970.476.5105 


Telluride .. 


We are still looking for people to fill 
the secretary position and the commit- 
tees. If you have any interest in these 
positions or any questions, call Shira 
Geller, AIA at 970.925.5444. 


Ne w N EMBERS 


Martin Ellrick, PA 


El Rey Stucco Company, In 


Michael Oney 


Fawhaus 


vin Milan 


Milan Archite 


colorado west chapter....... dan ss ean ee 


June 1997 


Dear Frrenps... Wisa YOU 


WERE HERE 


Dear Friends & Workaholics 
(Cottle Graybeal Yaw 
Architects, Ltd.), 
his is a new kind of holiday for 
the Yaw family—and we are 
savoring every sabbatical 
moment of it! 


We've rented this very old, and believe 
it or not, inexpensive farm house in a 
region of France along the Dordogne 
River known as the Perigord Noir. From 
this “base camp,” where the fireplace 
has gathered and warmed its inhabi- 
tants for over four centuries, our major 
means of transportation is by bicycle, a 
mode which has produced the wonder- 
ful effect of settling us into the unhur- 
ried march of life here. 


Our days typically begin with a hilly 
three-mile ride to the markets of the 
village Sarlat, where fresh bread, cheese 
and fruit are strapped aboard for the 
peddle back home to breakfast. 


There is an amazing architectural rich- 
ness to the Dordogne region—its 
namesake river having formed the his- 
toric “battle line” for the Hundred 


Year's War. Interestingly, the long 
English presence had very little influ- 
ence on the architecture or the people. 
This place is utterly, uncompromisingly 
FRENCH! 


Primarily defined by steep topography 
with limestone cliffs, the Dordogne val- 
ley area is dotted with ancient fortifica- 
tions, rock ascending villages, chateaux 
and beautiful manoirs. Many of the 
great bastides are also found here, 
remarkable examples of 13th century 
town planning, many of which are still 
in working order and have adapted 
with stoic indifference to 20th century 
life and commerce (or visa versa!). 


I particularly enjoy studying the “gath- 
ered forms” of rural farm buildings and 
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find they have evolved over time with 
interesting parallels to rural and work- 
ing habitations of our Mountain West. 


Of course, all of this is “soul food” for 
my sketch-starved existence. After exi- 
gencies and fun with Phyllis and the 
kids (often including a brisk dip in the 
river), I throw my sketch pad and stool 
in a backpack, and ride 15 or so miles 
out to discover a new (old) place to 
sketch. 


I was very self-conscious at first, for 
when I would set up for a sketch in a 
public place, it would inevitably draw 
people who were happy to hang 
around watching the work in progress. 
This is common throughout the towns 
and by-ways of Europe, where tourists 


may often “street purchase” an original 
painting or sketch for either a pittance 
or patience—or both! 1 think this 
tended to make my sketching a bit 
“tight,” but with much persistence, I 
eventually learned the art of the 
“sketch-trance” (i.e. friendly indiffer- 
ence) and the sketches began to loosen 
up. 


The sketching process is really teach- 
ing me how to see, and maybe even 
understand more about the nature of 


things. Certainly more so, than the 
quick image lock of a camera. 


We have also wandered in and out of 
this region’s many prehistoric caves 
that display incredible Neolithic wall 
art far surpassing the overworked con- 
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temporary junk found in the prolifera- 
tion of tourist-oriented “art” galleries. 
These magnificent natural caves and 
grottos, almost Gothic in stature, pene- 
trate a long way into Mother Earth. 
Unfortunately, far too dark and cold for 
sketching. I am told this is the greatest 
concentration of prehistoric sites in the 
world—and I believe it. Along with a 


chateaux infused neighborhood—not 
bad having a smorgasbord of architec- 
tural history for one’s backyard! 


OK—on to more mundane thing of 
fare... the local food is extraordinary! 
Thank God our bikes require a human 
engine that consumes this calorie- 
packed fuel. Although the cuisine uses 
a lot of fresh produce, this is the world 
of truffles, walnut oil, yammy sauces 
and fois gras—tasty fat foods that, by 
tradition, require a generous amount of 
local wine “dissolvent” to aid the 
digestive process, 


All for now gang. I hope you enjoy see- 
ing the sketches as much as 1 enjoyed 
doing them. 


Yours Out of Touch (and loving it!), 
Larry 


Larry Yaw, FAIA, a principal with Cottle 
Graybeal Yaw Architects, Ltd. (based in 
Aspen and Telluride, with offices soon to 
open in Vail) spent a summer holiday in 
the southwest region of France along the 
Dordogne river. Rich in history, agricul- 
ture and architecture, the region is prized 
for its remarkable concentration of his- 
toric architecture and townscapes. 
Sketches depict the historic character of 
the area around Sarlat and La Roque- 
Gageac. 
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Orner Roavsiwe Arrracrions— 


VistroR CENTER AT THE NEEDLES SECTION OF 
CANYONLANDS NATIONAL PARK 


ne of my favorite road trips in 

Utah starts at Monticello and 

goes north on US 191 for 
about ten miles across a rolling mesa, 
criss-crossed by grain and pinto bean 
fields edged by pinon and juniper 
forests. The highway drops abruptly 
down to sparse sage brush flats dotted 
with large multicolored sandstone 
monoliths such as Church Rock. 
Fourteen miles out of town is a junc- 
tion, where Utah State Highway 211 
heads off in a westerly direction. This 
road climbs to a low divide then tra- 
verses across a valley that is cut by a 
series of dry arroyos. The Abajo 
Mountains are directly to the south and 
the land is more heavily forested with 
the ubiquitous pinons. The road climbs 
to another low divide and then perches 
above a thin neck of land that extends 
into a sandstone walled canyon. 


Now the fun begins! For the next half 
mile, the road twists and turns as it 
rolls and tumbles down the ridge at a 
10% grade. A 90° and 180° curve at the 
bottom of the hill serve to capture your 
attention. 


You now find yourself at the bottom of 
a cottonwood-choked sandstone 
canyon with rock monoliths towering 
above. The road twists and curves as it 
clings to the side of the slowly widen- 
ing canyon. 


*MODERN®s 


MECCA 


“INTERIOR. 


The destination is the Visitors Center 
at the Needles District of Canyonlands 
National Park. This has become an 
increasingly popular region to visit, so 
the National Park Service commis- 
sioned Chamberlin Architects of Grand 
Junction, CO in 1987 to design a 


Photos: Skip Doty 


Visitor Center, employee housing and 
maintenance facilities for the Park 
within a four phase timetable. The 
Visitor Center was the first phase, and 
it was opened to the public in 1991. 
There were no other permanent struc- 
tures in the area at the time so Mr. 
Chamberlin was presented with the 
opportunity of creating a community 
from a clean slate. 


From a distance, the visitor center is a 
sublime exercise of shade and shadow, 
positive and negative spaces. It is as if 
it has been carved from the land and 
set there a long time ago by a higher 
hand. In reality, it has been placed at 
the end of a long field next to a choco- 
late brown island of rock. This island 
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acts as the perfect foil for the Center to 
act as a mimic of nature. 


As you travel closer, a series of stone 
walls of different heights extend from 
the body of the building. These walls 
provide definition to the building as 
they anchor it to the landscape. 
Detailed metal columns support a 
series of trellis roofs for shade. The 
main window of the building looks out 
at the fields to the East, but the public 
entrance is from the West under a trel- 
lis roof. The sandy fields extend to the 
edge of the building and parking lot, 
which adds to the illusion of the build- 


ing growing out of the land. 


Archeological records indicate that 
there has been human habitation in the 
Needles region for several thousand 
years. It would be a well-worn cliché to 
claim that Mr. Chamberlin modeled 
the Visitor Center after the Anasazi 
structures found in the area. I think 
nature itself was the more important 
form maker for the project. This build- 
ing grows from the ground in a solid 
ancient manner that remains fresh 


—Ship Doty, AIA 


when you are close to it, but appears as 
a weathered rock from a distance. The 
Anasazi and cowboys both built stone 
structures and dugouts in the shelter of 
south-facing rock overhangs. This 
building is a stand-alone rock that cre- 
ates its own shade and overhangs. 


In architectural circles, there is a 
tremendous amount of discussion 


about contextual design and the 
rebuilding of communities with more 
traditional forms of buildings and habi- 
tation. It is important to remember that 
this ideal model has to be tempered by 
the community environment. With this 
project, Mr. Chamberlin was able to 
design a new community within a 
harsh high desert environment, and his 
first response had to be to the land- 
scape, not to preconceived forms or 
ideals that a person would expect to 
experience in an existing community. 


The best time to visit this region is in 
February when it might reach 40° in 
the day, and drop to 0° at night. In the 
winter, the white snow plays a sym- 
phony with the red sandstone. Of 
course, you may want to visit this 
region in the summer so that you can 
experience first-hand the forces of ero- 
sion that Mr. Chamberlin so deftly 
responded to. In the summer, this land 
becomes a caldera of heat, high voltage 
thunderstorms and a wicked wind that 
takes your breath away. 
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[ Capitol, continued from page 1 ] 


mately took his case to the United 
States Supreme Court which disallowed 
his claim in a decision in 1886. Brown’s 
next project was the incomparable 
Brown Palace Hotel. 


It was not until the Supreme Court 
decision was handed down that the 
Capitol started to become a reality. A 
design competition was held, but pro- 
duced no designs that were considered 
acceptable. At the end of a second 
design competition, the proposal by E. 
E. Myers, a Detroit architect who had 
recently designed two other state capi- 
tols, was accepted. 


The exterior was originally planned to 
be of sandstone, but was changed to 
granite. Some offices were ready for 
occupancy in 1894 and the Legislature 
moved in 1895. Following his appoint- 
ment in 1898 as architect, E E. 
Edbrooke designed the stained glass 
around the dome. In 1907 the gold leaf 
was applied to the dome and, in 1908, 
the light atop the dome was installed. 


The bright prospects of ninety years 
ago are dim. The Capitol has not 
received adequate funds over the 
decades for proper maintenance and 
periodic upgrading of systems. 


It has been known for some time that 
the Capitol does not meet the mini- 
mum requirements of many basic 
building and life safety codes. The 
most serious deficiencies involve its 
life-safety systems. Correspondence 
from the City and County of Denver 
on the State Capitol’s life safety systems 
says “...based on its present condition 
without the proposed fire protection 
and life safety improvements, the occu- 
pants’ safety is compromised.” 


A 1992 legislative appropriation autho- 
rized making a variety of life safety 
improvements. But, after $700,000 was 
spent, it became clear that the build- 
ings problems were more serious than 
anticipated and the scope of the project 
was growing far beyond expectations. 


An April 22, 1997 Memorandum to the 
Legislature’s Capital Development 
Committee regarding the Status of 
Appropriations Made for Capitol Life 
Safety Projects states, “The issue[s] 
were not resolved by the General 
Assembly during the 1996 legislative 
session because Senate Bill 96-231, 
‘Concerning the State Capitol Building 
and State Annex Building Renovation,’ 
was postponed indefinitely by the 
House State Veterans and Military 
Affairs Committee.” There now exists 
no consensus on how to address the 
current serious situation. 


In addition to its life safety and build- 
ing problems, the Capitol lacks a mini- 
mum level of capacity to handle con- 
temporary electrical, electronic and 
telecommunication needs. It also needs 
physical improvements to address the 
needs of persons with disabilities. In 
short, it needs serious attention. If a 


Colorado ARCHITECT 


fire or other catastrophic event were to 
occur at the Capitol, the loss to 
Colorado would be immeasurable. 

An initiative was 

filed (1997-98 
Initiative #18) 
with the 

State of 
Colorado 


by 


Donald A. Bertram, AIA and Stan 
Andrews, AIA with the strong support 


of AIA Colorado. Favoring no individ- 
ual or group within the Capitol, this 
initiative would: 


@ Require the General Assembly to 
appropriate $120 million by March 
1, 1998 for renovation and restora- 
tion of the Capitol; 

@ Be a voter-approved revenue issue 
removing it from the spending cap 
and spending-increase cap required 
by Amendment #1; 

@ Require all occupants of the Capitol 
move out by September 1, 1999 
and would pay for their relocation 
to a site of their choice for two 
years; 

@ Require there be no increase in 
taxes to achieve the purposes of 
this initiative. 


The Friends of the Colorado State 
Capitol Building, Inc. was formed to 
promote the initiative and to help save 
the Capitol. It is soliciting assistance 
and participation 
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Stan Andrews, AIA 
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Richard Hamilton, registered agent ROTHEE, 


303.861.0424 
| Meetings are at the AIA offices the 


second Friday of each month, from 
2:00 to 4:00 PM. We review key pro- 
posed legislation and recommend 


The 1997 State Capitol Building 
restoration Initiative is an opportunity 
to preserve and pass on the heritage of 
the State of Colorado. 


positions to the Board of Directors, 
along with other important activities. 
We also are very involved in the | 
licensing law sunset review process. 


For questions about the GAC, call | 

committee chair John Williams, AIA 

at 303.295.6190, or Joe Jackson, 

Assoc. AIA at 303.446.2266 or | 
| 800.628.5598. 
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CALENDAR Events 


JUNE 


5 Committee on the 
Environment, noon, AIA 
office 

5 Denver Board of Directors, 
5:30 PM. AIA offices 

6 Gallery Opening, 

“Computers 

Architecture,” 5:30 PM, AIA 

offices 


13 Gov't Affairs Committee, 2 
PM - 5 PM, AIA offices 


Public Architects 
Roundtable, 5:30 PM, 
University of Colorado at 
Boulder, ITTL Building 


18 Human Resources Issues 
Dinner Program, 5:30 PM 
Denver Design Center, Sally 
Corey, Terracon, 
303.825.2595. $15 - SDA, 
AIA, ACEC & ASLA mem 
bers; $20 - non-members, 
CES LU credit given 

19 Denver Design Build 
Committee, Redefining the 
Profession Breakfast 
Roundtable Discussion 
Series, It For The Long 
Term: Life Cycle Delivery,” 
7:30-8:30 AM, AIA offices 


19 Denver Design 


Communication Commit 
noon, AIA offices 


19 


Denver Executive 
Committee, 5:30 PM, AIA 
offices 


RADO Arcurrect 


CO, 80202, 303.446.2266, 
‘ax 303.446.0066. 


non-members fi 
ido at 1526 15th 


20 Colorado Finance 
Committee, noon-2 PM, AIA 
offices 

20 Colorado Board of Directors 
2 PM - 5 PM, AIA offices 


26 Historic Preservation 
Committee, 7:30 AM, AIA 
offices 


JULY 


3 Committee on the 
Environment, noon, AIA 
offices 


3 Denver Board of Directors 
5:30 PM, AIA offices 


4 AIA offices closed 


17 Denver Design Bu 
Committee, Redefining the 
Profession Breakfast 
Roundtable Discussion 
Series “Designing Strategic 
Alliances: Team Building,” 
7:30 8:30 AM, AIA offices 


18 Colorado Finance 
Committee, noon-2 PM, AIA 
offices 


18 Colorado Board of Directors 
2-5 PM, AIA offices 


iversity of Colorado at 
L Building 


Boulder, 


24 Historic Preservation 
Committee, 7:30 AM, AIA 


olfices 


Colorado Architect 
1526 15th Street 


Denver, CO 80202 
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SIGN ON now! 


IA Colorado is 

proud to 

announce its new 
Website. If you have 
Internet access, simply 
enter 


www.aiacolorado.org. 


This new site is offered as 
a service to our members, 
as well as the public. In 


addition to AIA Colorado 


resources, each local chap- 


ter has a number of pages 
to convey their programs 


and services. 


Currently listing items 
such as Boards of 


Directors, Committees, 


Design Conference 
Taking Shape 


and chapter histories, the 
web site will eventually 
include a calendar of 
events, an online version 
of this newsletter, continu- 
ing education opportuni- 
ties and “hot links” to 
member firms with web- 


sites. 


We hope you enjoy this 
new service. Sign on, and 
let us know what you 
think! 


wwwaiacelorado.org 
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